ABSTRACT Background: School violence constitutes a serious problem particularly among primary schoolchildren. About one half of the boys and one-fourth of the girls in Egypt are exposed to such violence at this age. Objectives: to study the prevalence of, knowledge about and factors relevant to violence among primary schoolchildren in Manzala district, Dakahlia Governorate. Methods: A cross-sectional analytical design was used on 500 schoolchildren from 5 randomly selected primary schools in the setting. Data were collected through an interview questionnaire covering sociodemographic characteristics, history of exposure to violence and scholastic achievement as well as pupil knowledge about violence. Fieldwork was done in the period of November 2009 -January 2010.Results: most of schoolchildren have been exposed to violence (70.4%) mainly the physical one (72.4%), committed it (89.4%), had a satisfactory total knowledge level(60.8%) and significantly(p<0.001) recorded higher absenteeism(78.6%). In multivariate analysis, age, gender, birth order, father education, mother working status, and preference of video games were negative predictors while crowding index, mother education, family income, exposure to violence, and preference of violent movies were positive ones of knowledge score(p<0.001). Conclusion: The prevalence and frequency of exposure to violence was high and had a negative impact on school attendance. Knowledge was influenced by many personal and family characteristics. It is recommended that the Ministry of Education should develop national violence prevention programs along with training teachers in avoiding violence. The role of parents and school health nurse should be more emphasized.
INTRODUCTION
Primary schoolchildren represent an important and highly vulnerable group to injuries of the population. (1) This age category represents about 37% of the total population in Egypt. (2) Sexually abusive behaviour is where there is sexual assault or rape. (4) Bullying described many different types of behaviour ranging from teasing or ignoring to serious assaults and abuse. (5) Most studies indicated that no single factor or unique situation causes an individual to engage in violent behaviour. (6) Many children around the world experience violence as a regular part of their school experience. School violence may be defined as any deliberate act that harms or threatens to harm a pupil, teacher, or other school officials and which interferes with the purpose of school. (7) It constitutes a serious problem particularly among primary schoolchildren. About one half of the boys and one-fourth of the girls are exposed to different types of violence at this age. (8) Instead of facilitating the healthy development of children, schools are too often the source of violence and abuse that undermine children's opportunities to learn. (9) The results of school violence can be 
RATIONALE and AIM OF THE STUDY:
In order to be able to address the problem of violence in primary schools, it is important to know its magnitude to be able to develop plans and strategies to assist in the process of ensuring the safest possible learning environment. The aim of this study was to measure the prevalence of violence among primary schoolchildren in Manzala district, Dakahlia Governorate, to assess their knowledge about it, and to determine the related factors.
SUBJECTS AND METHODS

Study design and setting:
A crosssectional analytical design was used in this study, which was conducted in morning primary schools in Manzala district at Dakahlia Governorate. 
RESULTS
More than half of the schoolchildren in the study sample were boys (64.4%), 12 years age or older constituted52%, second or third birth order were 52.8%, 57%with a crowding index two or higher, and those living in rural areas formed 59%as shown in Table 1 .
Concerning parents' characteristics, only 11.6% of them were illiterate, while more than one-fourth were university graduates. More than half of fathers were manual workers 65%, while 60% of mothers were housewives.
As regards family socio-economic characteristics, table 1 showed that more than two-thirds (65.4%) had insufficient income, and 52.2% were of low socio-economic status.
The majority of the schoolchildren reported having insufficient daily allowance (88.8%) In multivariate analysis (Table 8) However, it is not an intractable social problem or an inevitable part to the human condition since it is preventable. (12) The present study revealed a high prevalence of exposure to violence at schools. Part of this high prevalence could be due to the fact that it depended on schoolchildren' reporting, which could be exaggerated. However, a similar high rate was found in public elementary schools in the United States. Their rate of71% was very close to the present study rate of 70.4%. Fanslow who mentioned that a higher proportion of primary school children had poor knowledge about violence. This might be due to that their study included only girls. (18) Moreover, female gender was a negative predictor of the score of knowledge, which might be due to the lower exposure to violence among girls compared to boys. Boys experienced high levels of all types of violence especially physical one because they were overactive, played in the street and watched action and violence movies more than girls. (19) . In addition, boys have used to be more exposed to violence and corporal punishment for having and using the power and encouraged by parents to beat anyone insulting or beating them. (20-,22) The present study showed that the The role of the school health nurse should be more emphasized.
